DAUGHTERS   OF   QUEEN   VICTORIA

English Royal Family. We may presume that the
Queen did not try to expound the intricacies of the
question of the Duchies to the Princess, for, as Lord
Palmerston once said, only throe people had ever
understood it : one was himself, but he had forgotten
about it ; the second was a German professor, whose
intellectual triumph had been dearly bought, for his
brain had succumbed under the effort, and he was
now in a lunatic asylum ; the third was the Prince
Consort* He had been convinced that Denmark had
no valid claim to the Duchies, and that must be
sufficient for Alexandra, as it was for the Queen,

These ten clays  at Osborne  must  have  been a
melancholy experience for the girl, for she and her
brothers and sisters were used to a gay and rather
romping family life (she herself turned " cartwheels31
across a room with modesty and ease and elegance),
and  here  the  unremitting  gloom  of the  Queen's -
widowhood darkened the house, and anything like
laughter  or lightness,  not  to  mention  cartwheels,
were out of the question in her hostess's presence.
Every day the Queen took solitary drives with her
or sent for her to her room, and explained to her,
as Albert had previously explained to Bertie, the
supreme dynastic importance of not offending Ger-
many and her future husband's innumerable German
relations. Tact was required, and it may safely be
said that what Princess Alexandra did not instinc-
tively know on that subject was not worth learning.
The girl had, too, a rare power of sympathy and
comprehension, and there sprang up between them
a warm  and  abiding  affection*   Alice  and  Louis
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